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FOREWORD

Mothi Rajagopal Srinivasan
S/ O Seva Ratnam Mothi Sriramulu Rajagopal

This is the third book on my father, Sri Mothi Sriramulu Rajagopal,
who loved books. This book was conceptualized by Mr. T. P. Balasubramani -
'Kovai Mani’, a close friend of my father and Dr. D. Jayakanthan, JK. “Kovai
Mani” took the initiative to collect articles about my father from friends and
admirers, on my behalf.

My father cofounded the publication “Mothi Prasarum” along with
JK (uncle) to spread the works of Dr. D. Jayakanthan. The first of the novels
that was published was “Jaya Jaya Shankara” Three more books by
'JK'(uncle) were published at about the same time. All these books were sold
atameagre costofRe. 1/-in1974. It was Kovai Mani's wish that 'this'book be
published by “Mothi Prasarum’. The scenario that prevailed which led to the
'founding' of this publishing house has been capitulated in some of the
ensuing articles by people who were closely associated with it. “Mothi
Prasuram” does not exist as an entity today but as it's founders' legacy in
many hearts. Thelegacy continues.......

Dr. E. R. Ravichandran, HOD, Department of Tamil, Urumu
Dhanalakshmi College, Kattur, Trichy with all joy helped me edit the articles.

I thank the above two gentlemen. My heartfelt gratitude to Prof. Dr.
Sydney Basil, Retd. HOD, Department of English, Urumu Dhanalakshmi
College, Kattur, Trichy for his article and all his assistance.

A shorter version of this book was printed a decade ago and
distributed among family, friends, relatives and the contributors of the
articles. I kept receiving more and more articles, and some, as recently as
couple of weeks ago. Hence this endeavour.

Richard Attenberouh said, “No man'’s life can be encompassed in one
telling......What can be done is to be faithful in spirit to record and try to find
one's way to the heart of the man......". I profusely thank all those who have
contributed to this cause.

I fervently pray that my father's peace be with us and we be endowed
with the unconditional love that he practiced.
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MOTHI - A MAN OF MANY FACETS
P.Mohamed Shafi

They say a good book has no ending. It equally applies to good
human beings also. Even after their death, they continue to live, for
they are revered and remembered by their family and friends.

Friendship is caring and sharing and we shared our inner most
dreams and desires without any barriers and inhibition. There were
days when our sublimated thoughts surfed about inscrutable ways of
God which elevated us to a higher plane and there were days when we
discussed the banal pleasures of this temporal world. Whether we are
in a higher plane or grounded to the earth, contribution of Mothi was
immense and the time spent in his company were nothing but an
enticing experience.

As founder members of Trichy Junior Chamber we have
organized projects for the benefit of the community and programs for
Leadership development. I had the opportunity to have the ring side
view of Mothi blooming into a perfect leader. As a leader he was a
source of inspiration to many and commanded respect and love. He
was a leader who never sought the spot light and motivated people to
develop the right attitude, for he believed that the attitude decides the
altitude.

In pursuit of knowledge, books reinforced our bond of
friendship. I was an ardent admirer of Mothi who can review the books
written by Ayn Rand and conduct a discourse on Nihilism and Nirvana.
Reading was not just a hobby but the purpose of his life. He read not
only to acquire knowledge from outside but also to evolve wisdom from
inside. He was like a Stained glass window who could sparkle and shine
with the light of knowledge from outside and reveal his true beauty
with the light of wisdom from within.
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As a fellow citizen of Tiruchirappalli 1 saw a growth and
development of Urumu Dhanalakshmi College with admiration.
Institutions are not founded with bricks and mortars but with concepts
and convictions. They are not built by masons but by the leader who
has a clear vision coupled with missionary zeal. Mothi Rajagopal was
not an idealist but a practical and realist who can transform his
dreams and hopes into concrete reality. He was the driving force that
accelerated Phenomenal growth of Urumu Dhanalakshmi College and
he would have done much more but for his untimely death.

I record these words not just to remember Mothi Rajagopal,
but to re-live the happiest moments of my life, to re-animate the ring
side view of blooming leadership scaling new heights, to re-discover
the sparkle and shine of knowledge and wisdom and to re-engrave and
pay respects to a man who had nothing but love and affection for
everyone of us.

They say a good book has no ending and it equally applies to
our friend Mothi Rajagopal also. He may not be physically present in
our midst but he lives in our thoughts and his value based life continues
toguide our deeds.

&> L%
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AN HUMBLE TRIBUTE TO MOTHI
S.RAJAGOPAL

Prof. David Sydney Basil
Head, Dept of English (Rtd)
U.D.College, Trichy.

The ancient town of Tiruchy, in the center of Tamil Nadu has a
very interesting past with the cultural flourish on the banks of the
placid river Cauvery. The town has witnessed a series of occupations
for the last twenty centuries, by a variety of rulers who left a legacy to
mark their stamp in some form or the other which is the cultural
identity of the people who live here today. The incredible mark of it’s
religiosity is virtual in the landmarks of the town from temples,
churches and mosques, which speak volumes of it’s tolerant attitude
thatencouraged every visitor to acknowledge this great inbuilt quality
that has been handed down through the ages to this day.

The ancient Tamil cultural influence that was a foundation of
this tolerance emanates from the times of sangam literature which
preached and practiced the brotherhood of man in the most poignant
lines recalled even today “Yaathum Voorea Yavarum Kealeer’”. The true
democraticspritofaraceisreflected in it’s fearlessness and confidence
that no alien invasion, physical or cultural could jeopardize the native
language, culture or religion that is so strongly entrenched in the
collective consciousness of the people of the soil. The British raj,
introduced a system of education with the implementation of Lord
Macaulay'’s treatise on education in India, in the 19th Century, with a
caution not to interfere in the teaching on the native predominant
languages like Tamil, Sanskrit and Urudu. His rather methodical
approach to recognize the excellent human resources with the
advantage of the local language is a clear indicator that he
acknowledged and accepted the cultural heritage of this land. The
growth in higher education in Tiruchirappalli began with the shifting
of the St. Jospeh’s College from Nagapattinam to Tiruchirappalli
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followed by the Railway work shop, which added luster to the exciting
business in the town. Tiruchirappalli became the destination for
education and offered a whole gamut of a facilities from schools to
colleges for the people all over the state and even the neighboring
states (then the inclusive province of Madras).

Urumu Seshachalam Chettiar a modest man, who hailed from
the village called Urumu situated in Nellore District in Andhra
Pradesh, shifted his business to Trichy to share the commercial
advantage that any keen entrepreneur would choose, given the
potential for growth on one side and neglect of the downtrodden on the
other side, gnawed him succeed in his business and ponder on the
social role destined for him. The human squalor disease and natural
calamities orphaned many children who would have died of starvation
unnoticed or ignored by the then British authorities who had no
apathy for the inherent poverty of the masses. It was at this juncture
that Sri. Seshachalam Chettiar launched his orphanage in 1942, which
became a primary school to house and feed the most underprivileged
children who had no parents and no other means of livelihood.

Mothi S. Rajagopal was one of the founding members who
joined Urumu Seshschalam Chettiar in the noble venture with a
burning fire to further the cause of education in the city of
Tiruchirappalli by expanding the school into a Higher secondary
School and laterin 1970 to launch the first co-education Arts & Science
College in Trichy in Kattur a semi urban area in the periphery of the
town. He left school due to the sudden demise of his father who had
great plans for his higher education. His desire for knowledge was so
persistent that he exploited all possible avenues to keep himself
informed. He was a self learnt scholar, he read all popular, ancient,
current literature and his understanding always manifested itself
when he interacted with the celebrated Literary minds of the day in the
Tamil language like the novelist Dr. Jayakanthan, Dr. Irai Anbu IAS and
Nanjil Nadan to mention those close to him.
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I met him on many occasions, as an educationist and as
secretary of the college (UDC), in various capacities and was very
impressed with his grasp of higher education and the ground reality,
where the people lacked basic economic security for a living but still
needed to liberate them from their poverty through higher education.
It was his approach that was admirable to the whole idea of higher
education that projected UDC as one of the premier institutions for the
most marginalized sections of society. I had the honour of working in
UDC for a decade and I retired from Collegiate Education, when Mothi
S. Rajagopal was the Secretary of the college.

He was a voracious reader of all type of books, though he
always enjoyed fiction and poetry. He participated in every meeting of
the Book Club of Tiruchy, where he acted many a time as a moderator
in initiating discussions and giving a sense of direction to the whole
review without a prejudice or partisan opinion which was very
scholarly and mature. Every member of the book club had very high
regards for Mothi S. Rajagopal and his suave approach that endeared
him as a scholar impartial in his utterances however controversial the
book or the review may be. In one of his meetings he acknowledged
that much of what he speaks is the knowledge he gathered from the
Book club and from books. His knowledge of History Education and
Current Affairs was greatly admired by teachers like me and even the
dominant powers of higher education like Vice Chancellors, Registrars,
Directors of Education and Men of Caliber. He was very modest in the
midst of educationalist; but always scored a valid point to prove
himself-learnt scholarship that was more practically acceptable than
book acquired knowledge of the trainer scholar.

He was a Charismatic person on the Campus, he was endeared
by the members of the faculty very affectionately, he knew the
happening of every department and role that each one played in the
college. His bondage with the staff was so, that he would take time of
from business activities and call on the teachers at their homes to
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assure them of his good will and support. This gesture built a very
strong bond, and motivated every teacher to put in his best for the
college.

Mothi S. Rajagopal was instrumental in improving the
infrastructure of the college especially in the last ten years of his life to
keep the college abreast with the developments in higher education in
Tiruchy. He would often remark that the man power was the resource
that needed immediate attention, followed by physical developments
like infrastructure. He would casually drop into the college and
informally elicit information on the events that are taking place on the
campus. It was his earnest desire to see that everyone who entered the
portals of this college, succeed in a befitting manner. As the mission of
the College and the founder was to the most marginalized, he was very
particular that whatever possible within the parameters of academics
should be done to ensure success and libration of poverty through
education. His empathy for the needy was so deep that as long as he
was secretary, of the College, he deliberately kept the fee structure
within the reach of the downtrodden. When he was questioned by
detractors from other neighboring colleges, on this ‘unviable’ fee
structure as they called it, he would simply quote the founder’s mission
and staunchly defend the cause for which this college was instituted.
His love for the growth of education among the poor was so close to his
heart that he would permit un-mandated educational concessions
from his own pocket without announcing it or making it public. He
practiced the charity advocated by Christ in the holy Bible. His
convictions were strong that he never, minced words on playing his
role as the pivot of the institution, when he would declare his belief in
the philosophy of the Bhagavat Gita-do his duty irrespective of the
outcome. He was always happy with the results of the college, and
urged the teachers and students to strive for better results. His
capacity as business personnel was proven, but his business instinct
never influenced his role as an educationalist and administrator. I had
many a personal experience while interacting with him, in my capacity
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as teacher of the department of English, where he would endorse every
positive initiative to make our student community competitive. When
pointed out by the Dept of English, that the language skills of students
could be maintained only through effective composition writing,
which was nota partofthe official work.

The welfare and progress of the students were close to his
heart that he would walk the extra mile to ensure their success. The
Department of English took stock of the situation in the year 2000 and
organized remedial coaching classes to enhance the results, which was
noticed by the secretary who rewarded those who volunteered with a
remuneration which was totally unexpected, as the whole program
wasvoluntary. He was so grateful and modest to us that he said that his
compensation was nothing in comparison to our dedicated service
which he constantly repeated in all meetings to boost the morale of the
teachers and bring out the bestin them for the most-needy students.

His intentions were genuine and he was thrilled when the
college and the student succeeded. He honoured the department by the
treating us a party and he confidently declared that his connection of
these first generation students were potentially endowed if they were
given the right guidance. He attended the GCP book club meetings
regularly in the college, and interacted with the club members at every
meeting, where the rarest books were reviewed by the students. He
took a keen interest in the Newspaper (English) readings session, when
he actively negotiated with the New Indian express championed the
cause of the students and obtained a 67 percent concession in the cost
for students to involve them in the program. His dedication to all the
genuine causes of promoting real education among the under
privileged students, to make them employable and productive to the
nation was what he held, closest to his heart. He requested the alumini
who were members, to share their personal experience of success to
inspire the present generation of students.

Perhaps I consider myself lucky to have been a close friend and
employee who enjoyed the maximum rapport with Mothi during my
dedicated long tenure in Urumu Dhanalakshmi College. The little |
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have known of him I have rendered here in the most humble fashion. He
was a true achiever in his one way. He achieved many titles from
different sources. He empathized with the needy, practiced austerity in
his personal life, broke away from the past, challenged the illogical
echelons of power in the corridors of education to build a niche for
himself. He was a great admirer Rabindranath Tagore the lives that
inspired him most he used to quote often on many occasion, “my mind
has the wings of freedom and I know that I shall cross in the dark’. He
always considered his thirst for knowledge as ‘wings of freedom’ and
illiteracy as the dark which he crossed with such a self-styled
craftsmanship with absolute accuracy that won the college a B++
grade by the NAAC in 2007. He was never hostile to anyone, his suave
behavior, his pleasing demeanor and his approach to higher education
made him the beacon light to those most in need of higher education to
liberate then from the bondage of poverty which impressed me the
most. Though I had the privilege of lending my services to about five
colleges, innings at UDC was the most satisfying and my acquaintances
with Mothi is remembered everyday when I often recall the most
suitable lines of Tagore the national bird of India, that keeps ringing in
my ears when I think of the inimitable Mothi S. Rajagopal,

“When my days are done, my leave taking hushed
In a final silence,

My voice will linger in the autumn light

And rain-laden clouds

With the message that we had met”.

This is a tribute to Mothi S.Rajagopal’s contribution to higher
education. He will go down in the annals of the history of
Trichirappalli, as an outstanding doyen and he is in the club of the
illustrious sons of this great historic city which produced so many
leaders like the late R.Venktraman, and Dr.A.PJ]. Abdul Kalam who owe
their education to Tiruchy.
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A GENTLE MYSTERY:
SRI MOTHI RAJAGOPAL

- Prema Nandakumar

Sri Mothi Rajagopal remained a mystery to me till the time he
decided to withdraw from the world. I met him first in the book club
which was being held in Dr. Menon's house a quarter century ago.
Sri.G.C.Pattabiram had come home and made sure that I agreed to
speak in the club. Another revered friend whom I knew already was Sri
Vanmikanathan. These were great book lovers and knew my father,
Prof. Srinivasan lyengar. When they learnt that Nandakumar and
myself had settled in Srirangam for good, they said I should come and
address the book club.

Dr. Menon was a family friend, my husband told me. Indeed the
warm welcome given by the Menons and their son Balaji and
daughter-in-law when [ stepped into their well-appointed house in
Cantonment almost overwhelmed me. Soon there was a small, choice
group of person, around twenty in number. Dr. Menon introuduced me
as the daughter-in-law of the Thatachariar house and I proceeded to
review the chosen book.

After the speech it was time for interaction. It was then |
noticed the gentle voice of Sri Rajagopal. | vaguely remember it was an
incisive question (I took it for granted that this was a Professor in a
local college and continued to think so as he always carried a couple of
books in his hands and was a little withdrawn). I felt though he was a
Professor he was a person who preferred to remain closed with this
thoughts. His disarming smile continued to be a face for me in the Book
Club for the next meetings.

For me it was pleasant surprise to know that he was a
businessman.  was doubly happy when I found a mutual friend Sri T. N.
Ramachandran. It is sad that I came to know that Sri Rajagopal'’s
mother-tongue was Telugu only after his passing. Having been
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brought up in Andra Pradesh one who feels more at home on the
Telugu language, I could have exchanged so much of information on
Telugu language, I could have exchanged so much of information on
Telugu books with him.

It was so like not to speak himself, or project himself in any
manner. But his generosity of understanding was such that he would
never fail to ring me up if he came across a book by me or an article or
review by me that hand interested him. One day he rang me up and
said: "l am calling you to convey my mother’s happiness in reading
your article on Subramania Bharathi" I just had no idea of what he was
saying till he clarified that he had been to Thanjavur a day earlier and
had bought a few copies of a collection of essays on Bharathi which I
had written. He said his mother was deeply touched by what I had
written about Bharathi's song "Enthayum thayum". Needless to say, |
feltblessed. He also said his mother loved reading books.

For a couple of years we did not meet because the Book Club
had gone into hibernation. This was because Dr. Balaji passed away.
When the book club was reviewed and it was decided to hold the
meeting in our house at Srirangam, he was very happy. His inmediate
reaction: "Good! You have a broad road for the cars to be parked". The
meetings were held in an upstairs room. He patiently climbed the stairs
and took part in a few meetings. When I gave him a copy of my father's
biography of The Mother Pondicherry Ashram he was delighted.

Unfortunately 1 had no idea that he was suffering from a
terminal illness. When he told me he had known my mother-in-law,
Kumudini, [ gave him my biography of this great writer which had been
recently published. He agreed to my request to review the book in the
club. "l knew her very well and have read her work So my talk will be
based on first-hand knowledge”. It is unfortunate that this could not
be, for soon after he became very ill. Not long after the Club had to pass
a condolence resolution on the loss of this eminent and invaluable
friend.
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When I remember the very few telephonic conversation and
personal encounters with Sri Rajagopal, I can only term them by one
word: 'noble’, Noble in speech deeds and thought. I had been to the
Urumu Dhanalakshmi College the other day and was touched to see his
portrait and learnt from the Chairman of the institution of his many
benefactions including his passion for making the library into a top-
class unit of the College. Then I realized noble persons like him are
never lost to posterity, as James Mastineau had said”: All that in the
world'’s past history, and especially the great and the good, are never
lost". That way our Sri Mothi Rajagopal is indeed immortal.

&> L%
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Afterword

- Mothi R. Srinivasan

When Swami Vivekananda returned to India after his first visit
abroad, he said, “India I loved before I came away. Now the very dust of
India has become holy to me, the very air is now to me holy; it is now the
holy land, the place of pilgrimage, the tirtha.” The father I loved before
he passed away. Now his very name that I carry has become holy to me,
thevery path he tread a pilgrimage, the tirtha.

The friendship that existed between my Father Sri Mothi S
Rajagopal and Dr. D. Jayakanthan was legendary. We are planning a
lecture in memory of the friendship of these between 2 literary giants.
The Jaykanthan and Mothi S. Rajagopal Memorial Lecture itself was
conceptualized by Professor Dr. Sydney Basil, Retd. HOD, Dept. of
English, UDC, Trichy. The write up to the memorial as presented by
Prof. Sydney ensues this article. Writer “Nanjil Nadan” (Nanjil uncle)
suggested that it be an 'Endowment Lecture’.

We are in the process of constituting a body which will carry
out this activity.

&> L%
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The Jayakanthan and Mothi
S Rajagopal Memorial Lecture

Dr. D. Jayakanthan the most acclaimed Tamil novelist and
doyen of the most influential writers of the times was a close friend of
Mothi S. Rajagopal of Tiruchy. Jayakanthan's writings stirred the
Collective Consciousness of the readers who were his fans. Mothi S.
Rajagopal was a fan who was able to gauge the force behind the
writings of Jayakanthan. He read his writings and endeared himself to
the persona of Jayakanthan and their mutual influence was felt by the
society, which they served in their divergent ways.

Tamil Nadu in the early 1970's was undergoing a change due
to the social advancement created by writers, and planners which
matched with the dividend that liberated the illiterates and gradually
raised the levels of literacy that made these two rare friends
Jayakanthan and Mothi Rajagopal relevant to Tamil Society.
Jayakanthan wrote for the masses about the masses and raised their
awareness, which urged the common man to shake of his slumber of
superstition and backwardness to move ahead to be abreast with rest
of the advanced countries of the world. His writings spurred
progressive thought. While Mothi S Rajagopal, was a practical
businessman who knew the value of modern education and spent his
time and money on liberating the less fortunate from illiteracy
through the institutions he stewarded. These two friends had a
common goal of transforming the society they lived in, and each one
worked for it together in divergent ways.

Books, Book club, Book exhibition was a fervor with Mothi S
Rajagopal, who spent valuable portion of his time other than his
businesses in nurturing these activities with the celebrity Dr.
Jayakanthan. The long elaborate discussions and deliberations by
these friends have left an indelible mark on the society they lived for
and worked for.
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It is the duty of the next generation that we are to remember
these two great souls who strode the stage, dictated their views
exuberantly, served the people relentlessly in their own ways and
influenced us through the legacies they have left in the form of
knowledge. “The Jayakanthan and Mothi S Rajagopal Memorial
Lecture”is initiated to keep the fervor of the flame they lit over the past
few decades, and remember their contribution by friends and well
wishers and their associates.

As a precursor to “The Jayakanthan and Mothi S Rajagopal
Memorial Lecture”this book on Mothi S Rajagopal with articles and
memories of the man and his achievement, by his contemporaries and
friends who worked with him and shared all his ideas for the welfare of
the Tamil society is released.

&> L%
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THE CENTENARIAN TRUST (Regd.) Chennai )
THE SEVARATNA AWARD
Awarded to shri MOTHI S. RAJAGOPAL
CITATION

Born in 1939, Shri Mothi S. Rajagopal belonging to a family of
business community, had his early formal education at Trichy. Though the
responsibility of managing the family business fell on his tender shoulder,
due to the untimely demise of his father, Mothi Rajagopal's desire for
learning continues even today.

D hanalakshmi (,u[legc

several new co
able guidance,
period.

‘richy, he estab-

lished the EYc B ps." Itisno
wonder that "Paul Harris
Fellow".

Heis alsomirlml : morgamzm eAh*hual Book Fair at Trichy
for the past 16 years o i

Avoluntary blood d&nor Sri Mﬁfu Rajagopal has donated blood
several times. He has also visited US as Goodwill Ambassdor in 1968.

The Centenarian Trust is pleased to confer the SEVARATNA title
on this educationist-cum-social activist, par excellence.

& AP g )
Chennai Dr. K. VENKATASUBRAMANIAN
14.02.2003 Hon. Executive President, The Centenarian Trust
\ & Member, Union Planning Commission, GOI.)
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f President

Sri Ramakrishna Sarada Samithi
Next to J4, Railway Colony,
Golden Rock, Trichy 4.

Sri Mothi.S.Rajagopal was a sincere soul who respected
everybody who had "service to humanity" as his
motto, not only that he gave his co —operation and guidance
for the success of their endeavor. We were lucky to have
been associated with him for more than three decades. As
Vice-President of Sri Ramakrishna Sarada Samithi, Golden
Rock, Trichy, he has been a source of inspiration.

Sri Ramakrishna Vidyalaya
Matriculation School
1/518, Ayyampatti,
Airport Post, Trichy 7.

Our Trustee, Mothi helped us to face problems in a
calm and cool way, always accepting people as they are.
The vacuum created by him cannot be filled. We feel his
absence every moment.

Akhila Narayana Swamy
(Managing Trustee, Sri Ramakrishna
Sarada Educational Trust) @
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Love ALL Serve ALL was your Mantra

Help Ever Hurt Never your Religion

You Touched Embraced Moved Transformed

Many with your ALL Encompassing Love

May your Grace, Love, Blessings continue to be showered on ALL
May your Peace be with us

MAY THIS BOOK CONTINUE TO ENCOURAGE, INSPIRE

MANY MORE WRITERS AND TRANSFORM MANY MORE HEARTS

Mothi R Srinivasan
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