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SCEPTICAL ESSAYS

Is it possible to be a rational human being today 2

i3 he picks his way among the confusion of ideas that
agitate our time, Bertrand Russell maintuing that it is,
in spite of the opposition. In these cssays, written
during the middle years of his life, he examines such
questions a5 the mfuence of psycho-analysis and the
theory of relativity, the decling of the scientific impulse
in the West, and the wicked persistence of Puritanism.
There iz also an important discussion of freedom.
Through them all runs, of course, hiz famous scepti-
cism; and underlying the scepricism, which is newer
hollow, 15 his sustained and urgent plea to mankind:

tolerate and co-operatc—or dic.
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AUTHORITY AND THE INDIVIDUAT,

Loty Ponm i series of brandaust talks aeovmedcd en muols lriefoat
i covmrnent wa did the (it Beloh Lectires, To Lhesming

Berirand Russell the B BCL gave millions oF listenees on 1in-
rivnlfed npr-nrl:un'il}" af hearing one of the prédiest lving

phitosaphers, whos withowit and Tucidity, examined today’s meost
vitel preblem—ithe continual lghe between Authority and the

Inchividil,

The lecrures are comcerned with the problem of recondc ling
public arder and private indtiative, After o pivehological dis-
eussion of the sources of soaal und anti-social netion, the auther
sketiches brictiyche histors of the exteont and in.‘tL'IIHi'L'j‘ of govern-
mental contraly and then examines the rale of individuals in the
history of art, science, religion, and morals, He sesks political
principles, capable of determining whit functions sHould e
ong 1o goveenimenls, snd what to private individuals or yvol-
untary Orgunizations, as well as how 1o leave 35 fmuch SCOpE iy
possible for personal initiative within governmental bodies.
He advocates develution and decenrralization to the Ereatest
extent compatible with order and security, Ile sces danger in
the concentration of power in central authoritics controlling
WSt organizations, and in the delégation of exccurive decision
EG afficials responsible only to such remore centres, He believes
it both possible and immportant to preserve Privale initiative in
spite of central control wheree control is necessary, and sugpests
principles and methods by means of which this can be achieved,

Cr. oo, 75, 6d, ner
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