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PRETFACE TO FIFTH EDITION

The Bhagavad Gitd 13 one of the most important
basic texts for the study of Hinduism, and has
attracted the attention and admiration of thinkers
throughout the world. The first edition of this
great world scripture with the English translation
and notes by Annic Besant and Bhagavan Das was
published in 15905, since then many other excellent
editions and expositions of the text have come out:
stll the Bhapavad Gita by Annic Besant and Bhaga-
van Das holds a unique place.

The English iranslation combines acciracy and
clarity, and preserves (o a remarkable degree the
emotional content of the original, The section
dealing with the Grand Vision is rendered in verse
form. The words in each verse arc taken one by one
in the prose order, and their literal meaning ex-

- plained, pointing out the derivation of all difficult
words and compounds. The major variations in the
text are given in footnotes, and Appendix I discusses
the relative mpurtance of the different readings.
Snmc: parallel passages from other world scriptures
are pointed out in Appendix IT which also contains
some ‘expository notes and references for further
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Giti-mahdtmyam—Greatness o Gitd as des-
cribed in Vardhafurdng L. wli—=xlvi
Gitd-karddi-nydiafi— Lantra  way of ° prac-
Lising * Gifd _alvii—xlix
Gitg-dhyanam—' Thought-Form * of Gilgd for
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purposes of meditation

Arjunasisada-yoga —Arjuna

CaarTer L
He experiences

inspects the rival forces.
a sudden surge of overwhelming griefl at

the awful prospect and speaks to Krsna
of evils consequent on the the war of
]t-m_;fg:lIk

CuarTER 1L, Samkhya-yega—Arjuna re-
fuses to ficht: Krsna counsels Arjuna
not to grieve OVer mere destruction of
transient bodies, because the inner Self
¢an never be slain—or even because
hodies must die in any case—and so to

1—22
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perlorm  the duaiy of Rsallriva il
untroubled mind—therehy Baiing fime
in this and happiness in the ather world
incidentally—though  duty should b
performed [or its own sake and not fop
any ulterior reward, as it is perfarmed
by sages of steady nilnd. Arjuna asks
for a more particular deseription of
such. Krsna complics, laying itress on
attainment of Wisdom, Right Under-
standing, Riglt Knowledge, Buddhi, and
absence ofselfish desire

CHAPTER TI1. Karma-yoga.—Arjuna  aslks
how those arc compatible with such
terrible action as that of slaughier.
Krsna sets forth a preliminary reconci-
liation of the two: © Perforim the action
that 15 duty, but without attachiment .
and makes an allusion to the system of
the World-Wheel, which oives Tise to
various Dharma-s, duties. Arjuna cn-
quires why men fail in duty. Kpoa
replies, cursorily as yet :

CrarTer 1V,  FHinavibhisn-yopa—Krsna
again lays stress on need for Wisdom,
Right-Thought, Right-Reason, by light
of which alone can duties be ascertained
which have to be performed without

Facp

ST—75
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”ﬁ'ﬁﬁa of Yoga, He adverts o FTis own

L ';: revions incarnations, in reply 16 o ques-
. "ﬂi’:n‘j of - .l'ﬂjuna.:, {F.md s incidentally

strer ngthens the allusion, made before, to

W _ul_y.r:lcs, w;ﬂmutan undcramndmg of

- 'trupb;n'll_ghwnment is not possible)  76—94

ﬂ{a. ﬁ"&rma mqm_}':ﬁa:-_wgu.—ﬁ.r_]uua

"rin:: fruns of action but
it as dut}.r, knuwmg

é%ﬁu!ﬂ#-ﬁgﬂ-—ﬁwua Con-
4 _Eftsﬂﬂptlml of the Y{Jg']'_n,
: how the condition may be
rana  answers: By dis-
. perseverant  practice.’
: .“’hﬁt are the COnSequen-
-.’J.Il Yopa? Krma replics:
r birth, grealer opportunity,
to the Eupn:me Self, and final
ent of Miksa * . l08—129
3 g Jﬂﬂna yoga—Krsna  des-
es natures of Wisdorn and Uu",\"ij:d@]“:




i LAGAY AT alps

and Glories of tlip Self Pang
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which constitutes that Wisdon, i
the possessor thereaf berlorms |,

unflinchingly)

of
hierehy
1§ r|1||':;
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Cuarrer.  VIIL J!u'h"ﬂ?’ﬂ“ﬂfﬂlr!ﬂdfﬂ—}'}aggz,-._
(Subject-matter of previous chapter iy
continued.}  Arjuna asks what 15 the
nature of  Braluma, of Adhyatma,
Adhibiita; and Adhidaiva, Krsna des-
cribes these, and also meidentally nen-
tons how Brahma may be reachied b
living as well as departing Jiva o 14157

CHAPTER IX.  Rajamdvi-rafasuhye-yegs —
Krsna continues his statement of * The
Royal Secret, Final Wisdomn,” possessiom
of which confers Immortality, wfz., re-
cogiition of and devotion to the Supre-
me Sell as oneself, and also deseribes
the results of devotion to minor personal
gods (Tsvara-s of systems, etc. ) ... 158—173
Crarter X, Vidhiati-yoga —Glories of the
Bupreme Self AR

CHaPTER XTI Fﬁn.:::"ﬁj;mfarjam-;}'#gm—
I'E;_;na SOMpresses into gne Uuminating
vision all the resulty of long explanations,
;1_;1: Mmakes T-trjuna. sec directly that

and:-all Jiiq fEIIu'I.-.r-L'r{-i_ngs dare part of
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the Life of Tdvara, that they are what
they are by His gilt (in the personal
aspect of the Supreme Sell, rmanifest-
ing as-an Individual Tivara), that it is
4 their dutv to endeavour, feebly as they
f_ua?, to repay this great debt by obeying
His will, and that Hiswill, in the present
" mﬁnte, 15 destruction  of militarist
 Ksantriva-s ... 132922
ﬂ;g.m-ﬂm XII. Bhakii-yopa—Arjuna, per-
i mn.rmg the difference between Unmani-
* fested Eternal and manifested Tivara,
'ﬁﬁ}idg:htally asks which is the better

P R ———— ey o

ave to pms to the stage and state
of a personal Livara.® He therehy
ulates deeper enquiry, to which He
":_h_u; :llsc:uver],f l}mt the two systems

'___:muf:m-t to that supreme f:u:t, tu
by the will of the Iévara to whose
; ﬁ}"-’iﬂ:ﬂ‘l we hlﬂﬂng o 2730392
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of the suprema seienee; the wisdom,
which raives the Jiva above doubt and
makes liim steady in action as Arjuna
shouald De

frupatrayaetbhdga-yood,—
Subject of preccding chapter is con-
tinmed and the three gumg-s of Praketa

are dealt with

CHApTER XV. Prrugettama-yoga.—

Krsna carrics on the subject of the 13th
discourse, and deals specially with Puru-
s, i the aspect of Abstract Sclf as wel
as of a manifesied Tévara

Crarrer XVI. Daindrarasanpadu bidea-

yorg—KTsna gocs on to describe, as
another essential part of the highest
science, and having, further, an immedi-
ate bearing on the issuc before Arjuna,
dual nature of all creatures of Isvara,
divine and demoniac, good and evil. Il
tells how the former class, to which
Arjuna belongs, necessarily perform their
duty, in accordance with Sastra, spiritual
scicnce, (and battle against the latter to
prevent: them from harming the inno-
cent) ' .
Crapres XVIL  Sraddbdtrayavibhiaga-yoga,
—Arjuna: asks and Krsna describes,
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3 awhat 18 the essence of all true action and
what 15 not, also what characterises all
true, untroe, and mixed action according
s predominant motive-nature is Saivi-
J-m, Rajasa, or Tarmasa e 242096

XVILL. Samnydse-yoga—
sums up,k ﬁnau-g.r, 'I:|1t' whaole tmuhq
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ce I"mle,m: ‘other of the threc guna- 1
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