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Prerace

Toe rrREsENT BOOK is hardly more than an expanded essay on
the theme of its title, For the sobject is large, and spe wefal as-
pects of it have heen repeatedly explored for over a cenbury.
But it is large because it is hypnotic, and peopl: cannot let it
alone. No matter Lhow much the detail about him continues to
apeumulate, the character and achievement of Johnson still
Eﬁp"l-hu human tmagination and conscience, constantly Tising
above the waves of our commentary, and meying us to recon-
sider them. Also the mere size of the subjuct is oue excuse for
this book. Largeness and variety offer protection as well as
&}i&llenge Where no one work, however detailed, can pretend
to & rounded compleicness anyway, briefer interpretations
.mc:]:l 4% this are able to take heart, and are free to vary among
H:IEIIISE[‘:"BS without fear of copying or contradicting each
‘other. A writer is ‘not wholly uselcss, as Johnson said, who
_merely diversifies the rsurfacs of knowledge' and calls us back

_mere
‘ﬁ? A wmnd view,” Johnson will stand repcated views as few

other men can.
The ﬁﬂlP]]d.‘:]S in this book has been on Johnson's own writ-

mg, espeeially on that part of his writing which is concerned
with human experience in the broadest sense. Instead of try-
ing, however, to duplicate the existing analyses of his indi-
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A mapor reinterpretation of Jobnson for the twenticth century,
this book discusses the man ag a greal thinker and hurmanist rather
thn' as aneccentric personality, Itis the life story of Johoson’s
ruirnd, ltilm&r. how, apalng Elmost ingurmountable odds, he rose

1|II'I.'.|1.I§.'_'|'I 5||'Ilg!+"|1 into preatness,

No one olse, T think, hus ever more successfully attemnpted to
L"'l'li”r}' the prﬂ]’uuud&:ﬂ af Johnson's consvictions i such wily
a% b0 illominate and unify his thinking.”

— |oseph Woad Krutch, Saturdoy Revdeto

e fing ook oo - Hrsborate, This we indist without Desitation,
is wht oupht to he said about Jobngon, and € s admirably ex-
priessed - . origingl and compelling . Bsscinating discussions of
particalar pazsages from the essavs. The fulluess and richness of
Johnsan’s thought in his writings is brought sut apain and again’

—Johnzonian News Letter

It s ane of the most valuable, and moving, contributions yet
mudeto Jﬂhn.wmun studics, sines it kackles in pertinaions .;'[._gntg_ﬂ
the central question in these studics: the relation of the man ., .
o the wrilings, —J. €. Bryee, The Review of English Studies
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