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PREFACE

Far many years my daughters have been Urging me 1o
wiile thiv book. | have hesitated partly [rom [aziness
but mainly because | lacked confidence . my ability
1o do so. Or perhaps the time had not come? Even
after | began | might never have reached the end but for
the help gmven to me by my eldest daughter,
Chandralekbha Mchta. In spite of her duties as an
ambassador’s wile, she found time ta do all Lthe research
needed [ar the book as well as the typing of the Nirst draft
and corrccting the final one. Besides this, her infinile
patience with all my moods and her clear memory were of
the preatest assistance throughout, My daughter
Nayantara Sahgal made time from her busy schedule of
work dsa member of the Indian delegation to the U nited
Nations General Assembly in the fall of 197% to edit the
manuscript. My daughters and [ understand one another
and they know my feehngs for them are too deep to
require words of thanks,
My nephew Ajit Hutheesing has taken time off from
s own professional responsibilitics to advise me on

matters | could not have dealt with alone. In India a

gi'l:t-E!l_q.W i like a son, so 1 do not have to be formal with

him either.

. The final draft of the book was typed by Shri Balbir
- Chand of the Indian Embassy in Mexico. | am grateful to
_, Q%ﬁuf-nr the speed and efficiency with which he
accomplished this task and. above all. for the devotion

e ]

- he put into it.

¥Yijaya Lakshmi Pandit
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Mrs Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit's life has been as
~ full as the momentous times she has livad
- through and in this book she unfolds it in all
its richness, human, political and diplomatic
There are intimate portraits of a
- veritable gallery of giants, of her father
Motilal,and her brother Jawaharlal Nehru, of
Krishna Menon, Winston Churchill and many
 ‘others.
_ Altagether, a very fascinating first person
.~ account by one who has so much to tell, and
!. “tells it with candour and grace

ﬁf"‘ﬁ._‘;ﬁ.lmlmtly rendable memairs., . thare s much in
A book which will make pleasant reading. She hos a
[livah Cand lucid styla™

iy The Times oo fndia
CCpmmendsad makes fascinating reading ™
= Tribning
-

_ﬁ‘mr_kqd by :;Ilgniﬁé::l restraint. - . a baautifully
i -' bﬂ-ﬂh-"

. Tha Hindustan Times
# charming . . . evocative and nostalgic account
h brings into sharp focus the Lempestuous and
rtunistic présent . . Nrs Pandit's metjar is
the snub, the back-handed complimant.”
' The Statesman

#= 5 fine book, far suparior to its pPredacessors
wes many insights into the (Nehru) family psychalog,
ind the makings of three generatians of India s
inrahip. She writes with more sorrow than ange
Sunday Standaid
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