


o
| A
3- ﬁ L ’Trﬂﬂ"!'u.i.

Hﬂ'ﬂi ﬂ i '.L.-ﬂj, ITH

. THE
ESSENTIAL
- NEHRU



OQONTENTS




PREFACE

Chie of Nelirti’s English admires remarked hat if i the

_ﬁ:'l!:.l.r'-: Indians wished to learn English they would doowell 1o
insist on it being taughe from Neline's Glivieer of Horld

History, rather than from Gibbon or Macaulay, Tor bere was
* better history and better English'.  What i5 mare releamni
b SUF purpose is that Nehoa wrote these letters 10 his daughrer,
agirlof 15,  And he tells us in the preface to his Autobivgrophy
that he wrote this book lor his own countrymen or clie he
wounld DLave written differently.  His fast important work,
The Disconery af fndia, was born of his own desire to un deratircl
the past of India—its art and litcrature, its religion and
philosuphy and generally its culture which has 2 mass hase
and shows a remarkable continuity. Ths hooks and his
speeches as Prime Minister thus constitute the work of one of
the greatest Indians of our age and must therefure form an
cssentinl part of every educared Tulian's mental euipIment.
Nehru is, besides, one of our firsi and {orcmaost writcrs af
English prose. While his English, (due to an early educa-
tion in England and the spirit of the times in which he grew
up), i doser to English-Erglish, his sensibility is essentially
Indian. The expericnce which his language mediates is
international it the best sense of the word. but iz organized,
‘abgorbed and assimilated  into  an  essentially  Indian
personality.
It is often said that Nehru missed his voczation, burin g scnse
he is politics’ gift to literatuce just ag in the past many an
Indian poct and thinker was the gt of religion.  But
Nchriue's is an inolusive sensibility, therefore rich and relevant
for the growing mind. His profound regard for tradition,
unflinching faith in the teaper of scicnce and democracy, a
rare compassion and abiding concern for the future of man
have all ]gg,-_n"articim;m:d with a semsitivity and comcreteness,
hard to match among our writers of prosc. Such are the
f selections from Nehou's

‘.bnﬁiplﬂﬁiﬂnﬁi behind this volume o
[ commend them to the readers.

writings and speeches.
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