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Elung la 0 very ehisive element (o lumon commiicatbon. Ieenters the
lariiiape frem 4 wiile 'l-'l-lil.'l_'.I il geiniec s, e Tram ¢I|:l.|.'l-‘l.'-'l:nlr L
gyt such ns the armed forcey or cackney culiure | aa tim has
r_m-.::-d. the iy ather cauntries where Engli\h i natve Baed adelexd
sheir wwer condribititens te the sape uf ,-.I;mg. a4 rh.,-:,' lynve engicled
Srandai an[i'ah. h-:tping to make it uae of the mos i;l_'|H1P1E;I and
developing of the wosld's Linpuages, Sometimes the aow shanp, like

ehre ald, drope aut 6f we, quickly or gradually. Where 3t semains, it

may e s sl remporanidy or for centuries, or 1t may develop

L mmcﬂling else ar viarying speeds. The normal develapment 11 {or
i alang expression to-become aopied inte that farge body of mare
teducared’ But snll infoemal English known a8 colioquialism, &ed
thenoe into the Ml ssarus of Standard” English — wlich can be mpst
hrt'EH_'r' defined s rhose words and exq ressions nor classifed-as ":Ju:lg-
of ‘rollagquiddsm' in the sandsnd dictionaries, The reader seeking
folles guidanie aboue the namipe: of these various  categarics of
I‘-T'-E."'-H-ET'*‘ & referred to Erc P:rrrn.‘lg:'a Inwaluable L'_-;agf g Hﬁumgr.

It may ha BT, 'I:|'l-;.'l'|. that at any ane me I can b |_-:rrn:1'ni=|}' diffi-
cult to determine the esaet satus of 2 word or expression, heeause
language is alove and changing, and dlang 1x one of it most velarile
LU Ponents. Thizis l!:i|.'1:|.'id.”[.-' Lruiis b iUt 0w cenfny, whii the citiermia,
nmﬁpuptl’i and relevisian have Tna.-rh 'E:ngun.gr mone n:n::si]ﬂe. anrd
{'a.ﬁiea! i fFom conbiveit g0 contineny maore qui:kl:,' TJ'I.HI.'I Ve |:|i.-|"|'|rv:.
An additiopal problem (s presented’ by the fact that words often ussd
b dictionary-makers when dehning categories of language — words
gich a5 'foemal’, ‘cdocared’; 'acecpred’ — are themselves gven less

celear-cut now than they wsed 1o be. In 1270, the word "telly' wac
_-.ngma_tiscd v Cnon-cultured® by the standard Dictionary of Slang i in
1873 it was used by the Archbishop of Canrerbury during a televised
broadeset from Westminster Abbey on the eve of 2 royal wedding,

For the purposes of this volume, [ have taken the Concise Ouxfird
fictionary as a generally handy guide 1o Seandard Frpghsh, and Rave
excluded all wrords which are recorded there excepe those 4pecifically
ciasafied as slang or colloguiahsm, and a few others 1 felt cught 1o
have been, In struggling to reduce the remaining body of language to
proporrions which could reasonably be called "concise’, [ hive been
guided by chree cnteria: firstly, slang has been emphasised ac the
;';F:u_v.c of cu!lnquja.llam. berause the former is less frequently recorded
in generally available form; secondly, | have tried o confine myself

W



Language i5 aliva and always changing, and slang,
one of its most volatife elements, is a very lusive part
ef human communication. It may drop out of use
gradually or quickly, or it may become accepted into
standard English. In this work the author has con-
fingd himself to current usage, and has avoided the
area of more fermal and standard celloguialism inclu-
ded in the companion volume o Conesse Diclionary
of Euplish Liiemes.

The book will pravide an invaluable and colourful
insight into contemporary English for students or
general readars.
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