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FREFACE

Astronomy Is o Tortonate sclenoe: it neads no embsilishments, said
the French savan! Arage. So fascimating are s schievements that no
speclal effort 1s necded 1o aliract oitention. Notetheless, the sclence ol
thie hex witis = oot nﬂl:,,l & callecllon .3.1' u_a.tnv;l_Lﬂhll‘lE M'J‘E.EFI‘J'::'M apd daf-
ing thearies, Ordinary [acks, things that happen doy by day, are ils =ul-
stance. Most lavmen have, generally speaking. a ruther hary notion of
tiis prosale aspect of satronomy, They Gud it of litlle inferest, for (L i
indeed hard to concentrale on whai l5always belore the eve

It is this daily aspeel of the sclonce of the skies, its beginnings, naot

later findings, that mainly—but not exclusively—lorm the contenis of
Astronomy for Entertainment. The purpose of $he book 1s to inltiale
ihe resder info the basic facts of astronomy. Bul do not take it as a
primer, since our presentation differs essentially from any text-book.
Ozdinary lacts with which you may be acquainted are couched here in
unexpected paradoxés, or stanted from an odd and unexpected angle,
solely with a view to excite imagination and quicken Interest, We have
tried to free the theme =3 Inr a3 possible Irom the prolesslonal "ter-
minology” and technical paraphernalia thel so often make the reader
shiy of books oo astronomy,

Books on popular sclence are often rebuked for nol being sulf-
clently serfous, In a way the rebuke is just, and suppott for 1l can be
found (il ene has in mind the exact natural sciences) in the tendency
fo svoid caleulalions in any shope or form. And yel the reader can
really master his subject only by learning how o reckon, even though
In & rudimentary fashion. Henee, both in Astronomy for Entertainment
and in olher books of this series, the author has not altempted to avoid

the simplest of caleulations. True, he has laken care to present them
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