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N oeemag

L BB

What is Hinduism

Words of 8ri Aurcobindo

The religlous culiure which now poes by the name of
Hinduism... gave itself no nome, because it set itself no
sectarian limits; it claimed no universal odhesion,
asseried no sole infallible ‘dopmao, zet up ng singls
narrow path or gate of solvation) it was less a creed or
cult than a continuouwsly colarping tradition of the
Codward endeavour of the liinan spirit, An inmense
m[rn_l,'-sj'fh}d el many-staped provision for o spiriton]
self-butlding ana self-finding, it hod some rght to
speak uf j'i.:.'u”' hy the only nome il knew, the eternal
religion, sanatana dharma,

ari Aurobinedo
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RECTION I THE ETERNAL RELIGI N

Esa Dharmah Sandtanah

CIhs b5 the eternal Tow)

Eya dharmab sanatanah. Hinduism is no sect ar
dogmalic creed, o bundle of formulos, no sel af
sdcial rules, but g mighty, eternal and universal
truth. It hos lecrned the secret of preparing man’s
soul for the divine consummation of identity with
the infinite existence of God, ..
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But what is the Hindu relipion?  Whaot  §s  dhis
religion: which we call Sonctan, eternal? It is the
Hindu religion only because the Hindu nation has
Kepl' il, because in this Peninsula it grew up in the
seclusion of Lhe zen und the Himnlayas, because
in this socred ond ancient land it was Eiven as a
charge to the Aryon race o preservoe Lthrough the
ages. Bul it 15 not circomscribed by the confines of
a single country, it dees not belong peculiarly and
for ever to a bounded part of the world, That
which we call the Hindu religion is really the
eternal religion, because ‘it is the universal reli-
gion which embraces all others, If o religion is nol
untversal, it connot be eternal, A narrow religion,
@ sectarian religion, an exclusive religion can live
only for a limited time and a limited purpose.
This is the one religion that can triumph over
materiolism by including and anticipoting  the
discoveries of science and the speculations of

|



EIE-H"-I ﬂl'l -EF]I’JH-}IEAEF-'T‘I{
| II\ (U
It

1| Llw [|

TEalTONEeD &2

K, 1500

[SEN B1-T060- 165X J|



