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“Shocking!”

eried the great Dr. Johnson, speaking of Henry
Fielding's now famous clossic, TOM JONES.

"I scarcely know of o more corrupt work,"”

That Fielding's novel should produce such viclent
reaction among his confemporaries, only serves to
point up the remarkable [nscination it must have
possessed from the beginming, The amorous antics
of a ‘passionate young rogue naturally appealed to
men and womet long oppressed by the conventions
of the 15th century.

However the endoring popularity of this great book
is not due'to its alleged wantonness, but to itz truly
entertaining story, as excitibg and readable today as
it was two centuries ago.
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