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Delivered as the Sandar Patel Memorial Leciures over
All Indin Radio in 1972, the prescit collection of three
jectures discusses the challenging rask facing the lustonan
of India confrobted with prejudices on the ancient Indiin
past. These often derive from the ideological context of
recent times and relate o theories such as the supreivicy
of the Aryan race, the notion of Oriental Despotism and
the concopt of & static socicly. Wieighing carefuily these
stereotypes against the evidence {rom s{airces felating 1o

carly Indian history, the author indicates the need For
i its otality and

re-interpretation of the pasl bt by
finasmuch as it 15 possible in its concrete actuality

Romila Thapar has to her credit inpartant books and

papiers reluting to historical erudies and research. Among
these may be mentioned a detailed study of the reizn of
the emperor Asoka, entitled Aok and the Decline af the
AMerurvas and also the frst volume of A History of i,
Further iescarch on carly Indian social history is retlected
i Ancient fudian Social History @ Some Interpretations
and fFrow Lineage 0 Slale
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