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THE BTUTY OF hiclogy is 0 search for an
amngwer 1o the question—what |« Life ¥ In
recent years many discoveried have hesn
made which shed new light on what is the
essentind moburs of the living process: In
this book the reader iz given n TiLeLLiry
of how far hiclogists feal that they e
able to angwer this age-old question,
Firat ww must diatinguish bl wesn the
fiving workd ard the reat of existencn: Tn
the firsl chapter we examines why living
thicgn abould bo different Fram the nan.
living. Inlo them the ‘bronth of life’, the
‘animus’ had bpen breathed, or ea the an-
elorte thaught, The *vitsl spark’, the "glon
¥ital nre all syoonyme for the miystsrions
quality of living, To-day we npa beesgti i gy
to he nble to sew in detail what it is thot
muken Livicg thingu difforent from nan-
living. We ean begin to lovk below the
saperficin] differnoces of movomons and
erowth and the like o' the mechonlsms
®=hich ure shared by all living things. As
thapter three shows, cortaln chemical
aubytnness ure anbgue to living things and

5 Where does life begin ?

15 Architect and builder in
the living ‘cell

The cell'y fixtures and
fittings

23

33 Tha callular units of lilg

43 Life's vital membranes
53 Moleculas an tha e
B3 |ndex

form thedr wery strucsurn bt it s their ne
rangemenl into microscapie cilla, ey
amall but with highly complicated strue.
turs which ia so chnrocteristic of animals
oo plants,

[tis i thess colls that <he chernical priv-
whanes, milst tako place that allow repra
duction: acd growth and the roleass of
energy, Bloat of the rest of this baok is com
corned with the pew information nbous
the cell and its special strucoures which
allow it bo esrry ot thi 15 functions. For
armeed wilk the alecdran MuiCEnacEpe mnd
sophistizated biochesmionl techninnes sci
entiats wre now able te describe how the
miabocisbes thomealves pro il u b make
i edl, The wny 1n which the Blae-pring for
i el in contaisad in specinl inrge mole
vales is deacelbid in chaptor twa, This iy
the wary sapimdGe ol reprodection; the knu
ol living. Hul aven when all che worlings
ol thi eoll ars unrovelled, whio knaws bl
that thare may yot ba some other ingre-
diemt af Life wtill toche found and eviom i
unnuspested,
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