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The mos! imporiant bood
of scipnce is mathematics,
Thia clear and readable
book showse even the mon-
mathematica reador how
to use this ool with
understanding Starting
with the most basic sort
of finger counting. lzaad
Asimov proceeds o the
pleasures of the abacus,

where numbers take physical

shapes. and on to the
ideas of rero. ractions, and

the decimal system. He makes |

sense of logarithms and
even of imaginary numbers,
and ends at the very
frontiers of mathematics
with & 2scussion of
Infinity and the concept

of an infinity of infinitlesl
The mathematics which
Professor Aszimov presents
is not the thoriny wasteland
many siruggling students
supposa It to be. His

concern s not the mechanical

tachniques one laarma from
fextbooks, but the whys and
wherefores behind them.
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