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To have one's first book pub-
liclyburntbythe head ot one's
college might seem an in-
auspicious beginning to a
historian's career. In the caze
af James Anthony Froude
(1815-94) it proved no irre-
trievable disaster. Resigning
hiz fellowship at the age of
thirty-one, he supported him-
self by his pen until, towards
the very end of his life, he
returned to Oxford as Regius
Profeszor.
Froude and Macaulay are the
acknowledged masters  of
Wictorian historical writing.
“Bothofthem™, writes Mr.Ogg
inanintroduction containinga
spirited defence of the classic
historians against the comp-
osite, non-committal velumes
which have sueceaded them,
“wera great writers of narra-
tive because they could visu-
alise what they wers describ-
ing and could infuse into their
pages something of the emao-
tional intensity by which they
were [nspired.” The presant
selection exemplifies not only
the vigour and clarity of
Froude's mind but alsa the
extraordinary range of his
[interests and learning.




