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spetry 18 whiten in Persian, notakbly

gt (1932, he iz 2 poet of colossal
& to put across his ideas of a

Though much of Igkal's best |
Axrar-i-kimdi {1915) and {zieddn

starure in Urdu, the language he chos
regencrated Islam as the hope of e world.
o of his most controversial poems,

Iqbal especally does this in
913). They extol the legacy of

Shideara (1909 and _,I'-un-dh-l'-."-'n'ukuni i
e fate of Muoshms

Islamn and its avibzing role in history, bemoan th
confront the dilemmas of Txlam in mioderm

everywhere, and squarely

times. Shikus is, thus, an the form of a complaint to Allah for having

let down the Muslims, and Jawwab-i-Shikwa s Allah’s reply to the
loy some of the traditional Suf

poet’s complunt. The poems cimp
tmagery, but the thrust oftheir argumnents is strongly Western. They
represent a poignant effort to reconcile 1slam and the West, Though

Igbal’s message is cxpressed in [sla tnie terms, Asians of all faiths have

acknowledged his inspiration.

Earti=r translations in English of these pocms hawe largely been
unsuccesstul. The present translatdon by Khushwant Singh makes
Igbal come alive on the page. It includes an intreducrion and ex-

planatory notes by him, and a foreword by Rafiq Zakana.

Khushwant Smgh. povelst, translator and historian, is the author of
Ttin fo Pakigan (1955), The Mark of Viskru and Other Stores {1350),
Hymns of MNanalk rthe Caru (1969) and A History of the Sikhs 146%- 1964
(1963-66). Cumrenty, he % editor of The Hindustan Times, and a
nominated member of the Rajya Sabha.
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